BISMARCK

Among my arguments in favour of dissolution I espe-
cially emphasized this one: that parliament could not
rescind its resolution without injuring its prestige, unless
it had been previously dissolved. It is of no moment
whether prominent National Liberals intended at that time
to become my colleagues or my successors, since the for-
mer could only have been a stepping-stone to the other
alternative. But I acquired a certain conviction that the
negotiations between some of my colleagues, some National
Liberals and some influential persons at Court, about the
division of my heritage, had reached the point of agree-
ment, or, at any rate, were not far from it. This agree-
ment would have necessitated a combination, like that of
the Gladstone ministry, between Liberalism and Catholi-
cism. The latter extended through the immediate envi-
ronment of the Empress Augusta, including the influence
of the ' Reichsglocke' and of the Treasurer of the House-
hold, von Schleinitz, into the very palace of the old Em-
peror ; and here the combined attack against me found
an active ally in General von Stosch. The latter had a
good position too, at the Crown Prince's court, due, partly
to his own abilities, partly to the assistance of Herr von
Normann and his wife, with whom he had been on inti-
mate terms at Magdeburg, and whose migration to Berlin
he had effected.

The plan of replacing me by a cabinet ^ la Gladstone
was calculated with a view to Count Botho Eulenburg,
who had been Minister of the Interior since March 31,

1878, and was assured by his connexions of the traditional
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